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ADVENTIST HERITAGE
BOOK II

Rationale

Why study history? Why not just concern ourselves with the present
and the future? A wise man has said that if we do not learn from
the mistakes of the past then we are doomed to repeat them. One
wise and inspired woman said, "We have nothing to fear for the
future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and
His teaching in our past history." 9T 10 If the study of history
is important then the study of Seventh-day Adventist History is
vital.

The Seventh-day Adventist movement has a rich heritage in which
evidence of God's providence and blessings abound. Our pioneers
had a vision and a sense of urgency to pronounce the 1life giving
message of Jesus' soon return. In studying the early days of the
Adventist movement, we catch a glimpse of both the humanity and
the humor of our foreparents. By taking a vicarious look at the
trials, triumphs, and tragedies of our pioneers, we begin to
understand them better. We have also been told that in the last
days the "children's voices will be raised up to give the message
of warning to a perishing world. When heavenly intelligences see
that men are no longer permitted to present the truth, the Spirit
of God will come upon the children, and they will do a work in
the proclamation of the truth which the older workers cannot do,
because their way will be hedged up." 6T 203

The purpose of this committee was to put together a four-year cycle
of materials that would inform new believers and re-acquaint all
others of our rich heritage. These materials are to be used

during the Adventist Heritage Week. It is the committee's hope

and prayer that this will spark an interest in further examination
of our historical significance.

The study of our heritage will enable our children to recapture
the vision and regain the lost fervor which will empower them,
through the Holy Spirit, to deliver God's final message.

It was the intention of this committee to find a representative
sampling of highlights from our Adventist past and put them into
an organized and useful format.

In this packet you will find pictures, stories, biographies, and
some study sheets on the pioneers to be studied in the third year
of the four-year cycle. Some stories are repeated, but since this
is for grades 1-8 it was felt that teachers could select those
segments they felt most comfortable using.

Adventist Heritage Committee
Lake Union Conference
Office of Education
1993



First Year
Second Year
Third Year

Fourth Year

Characters:

ADVENTIST HERITAGE WEEK

Four-Year Plan

Beginning to 1844 (Disappointment)
1844 to 1855 (Move to Battle Creek)
1855 to 1881 (Death of James White)

1881 to 1915 (Death of Ellen White)

1994 HERITAGE WEEK

Second Year

Martha Byington Amadon

John Byington

Cyrus and William Farnsworth
David Hewitt

J.N. Loughborough

Rachel Preston Oakes
Frederick Wheeler

James and Ellen White

Henry White



BUGGESTIONS FOR USE

This notebook contains material of early Adventist History. There
is much more material than can be used during the Adventist
Heritage Week. Teachers, therefore, can be selective, or many
teachers choose to use the materials over a longer period of time.
For example, materials can continue to be used at worship periods,

church presentations, and other special programs.



MARTHA BYINGTON

MARTHA D. BYINGTON AMADON
Birth: 1834
Death: 1937
Family: Father - John Byington
Siblings - Theresa, John, Laura

Spouse - George Amadon
Children - Grace, Katherine, Claude
(adopted)

Accomplishments: Teacher of the first Seventh-day
Adventist school



(1834-1937)

Martha was the eldest daughter of John and
Catherine Byington. She was described by some as
having a farmer's daughter appearance. She had red
hair and a disposition to match. She was very
conscious of living a healthy 1lifestyle.

She attended a country school and was home
taught by her parents. Her other qualifications
for teaching seemed to be her ability to be
resourceful, determined and her wonderful sense of
humor. She could sing and play the piano well. 1In
all, she enjoyed 1life and was committed to

following the Lord. ?
4

At the age of 19, Martha's services as the fas
First Seventh-day Adventist teacher was donated by e
her father, John Byington.

Martha's first class in Bucks Bridge had an
enrollment of 17 students. The school register was
as follows:

Cynthia, Seymour, Sydney, FEddie (Aaron
Hilliard's children)
Clark, Cyrus, Parmelia (Henry Hilliard's
children)
John, Orange, Ellen, Ruth (Penoyer children)
Isabella, Samuel, Catherine, Julia, Henry (Sam
Crosbie's children)
Frank Peck (nephew and adopted son of Alphonso
ﬁg%%éh“ & Lucretia Peck)
Nl
\
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The Adventists of Bucks Bridge, New York saw
the need to train their youth to serve the Lord.
Of Martha's 17 students, two became missionaries.
Eddie Hilliard spent 18 years in the Australasia
Division, 15 years in the U.S.A., and 8 years in
India where he died and is buried. His cousin,
Parmelia Hilliard, travelled, too, and ministered
throughout the British Isles with her husband S. H.
Lane.

If the Bucks Bridge members were alive today
they would see that their sacrifices resulted in
worldwide schools. The Seventh-day Adventist
school system is considered to be the largest
protestant educational entity in the world.

Martha Byington married George Amadon in
Michigan. There she was a publishing worker and
wrote articles for the Review and Herald, whilst
raising a family. She was president of the first
Dorcas Society. She lived to be 103 years old!

; Advanced Reading Program Book 2. Teacher's
HanuaT, WashIngton, D.C.: FKeview and Herald Publishing
Association, 1976, pp. 66-68.

.  Advanced Reading Program Book 2. '"Behold the
Stone ({1857-TB55)." Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald
Publishing Association, 1976, pp. 205-208+.

Younp,, Fthel. Behold The Stone. South Lancaster, MA: Atlantic
Union Office of Education, 1979.
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MARTHA BYINGTON

Martha Byington was the oldest daughter of John and Catherine
Byington. Some people have described her as having a farmer's
daughter appearance. This probably means that she was a very
healthy-looking girl and somewhat plain. She had red hair and was
a bit feisty. Martha tried to eat only foods that were good for

her and tried to obey the laws of health.

When she was school-age she attended a country school and was also
home schooled by her parents. Martha had a good sense of what was
right and wrong. She possessed a sense of humor and was a fun-
loving person as well as a very determined person. She could sing
and play the piano very well, really enjoyed life, and loved the

Lord very much.

When Martha was nineteen years old her father, John Byington,
donated her services as a teacher. She became the first school
teacher of the Advent movement. Her first school was held in the
parlor of a home. 1In this room she had seventeen students. The
school in Bucks Bridge, New York was started so that the young
people could be trained to serve the Lord and prepare them to be

workers for Him.

Later, two of the seventeen students became missionaries to foreign
lands. If the Adventists in Bucks Bridge were alive today, they

would be able to see that the sacrifices they made to start this



start this school were really the beginning of a world-wide

system of schools run by the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Later Martha married George Amadon in Michigan. There she wrote
articles for the church paper, the Review and Herald. She was
also the first president of the Dorcas Society which we now call

the Community Services.

When Martha celebrated her 100th birthday, they asked her what
was the most important and the most useful of the modern
inventions. She felt that electricity was the most important and
the most useful. She told how when she was a little girl she
read by candle light, and her parents had to start their fires by
using flint stone. She also remembered the day when she saw the

first lamp being used in her home.

Martha lived to be 103 years old. She loved the Lord and served
him for over a century.

- References : Pioneer Stories Retold



FREDERICK WHEELER

Pioneer minister

Adventist

1811
1910

Family:
Accomplishments:

Birth:
Death:

first ordained
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to preach that

is

the

seventh dav,

the

Sabbath

circuit rider in Washington and
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Hillsboro,

an

Episcopal
state

while
ordained Methodist
minister, worker in N.Y.
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(1811-1910)

Wheeler was an ordained minister of the

He studied the second advent message and proceeded
to preach about it while circuit riding through
Washington and Hillsboro, New Hampshire..

A communion service was conducted by Wheeler
for the Washington, New Hampshire community in
1844. He was reminding the congregation to keep
all the commandments. The gathering had met on
their Sabbath, which was Sunday. Rachel Oakes sat
in the congregation listening to him preach. She
knew they were not keeping all the commandments.
She met with Wheeler after the meeting and
introduced the Sabbath message. It is said she
shared some written work as well as verbal accounts
of the seventh day as Sabbath. Wheeler studied
what she had given to him with the Bible. In March
of 1844 he kept the Sabbath for the first time. On
the day of his decision he testified about the
Sabbath in a sermon. He was our first Sabbathkeep-
ing Adventist minister.

He continued to farm and preach in New
Hampshire until he met James White. White encour-
aged him to spread the message elsewhere. He moved
to New York State in West Monroe and continued to
work for the Lord.

Neufeld, Don Fred. Seventh-day Adventist Encvclopedia.
Weshington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing Associatlion,

1966.

20
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RACHEL PRESTON

RACHEL HARRIS OAKES PRESTON
Birth: March 2, 1809 Vernon, Vermont
Death: 1868
Family: Father - Sylvanus Harris
Spouses - Amory Oakes
Nathan T. Preston
Daughter - Rachel Delight Oakes Farnsworth
Accomplishments: Initiater of the Seventh-day
Sabbath as a doctrine



# Rachel Oakes
(1809-1868)

4 o

T, Q

Rachel was a member of the Seventh Day Baptist
church when she became familiar with the teachings
of the Adventists. She introduced the Sabbath to
the Adventists and joined the group in Washington,
New Hampshire.

Rachel moved to Washington, New Hampshire to
be close to her daughter, Delight. Rachel Delight
was teaching school at the time.

Mother Rachel was concerned about keeping all
the ten commandments and witnessed for the seventh-
day sabbath wherever she went. She witnessed to
Frederick Wheeler, a Methodist preacher. He was
converted. Wheeler was conducting a communion
service and was urging the congregation to keep all
the commandments. Rachel Oakes was a visitor in
the room and later recounted to him that she wanted
to stand up and tell him to recover the communion
table until he and the congregation accepted the
fourth commandment. It took some time before
others attending the service accepted the teaching
in 1844. Mrs. Oakes joined the small group of
Adventists.

Rachel Oakes married Nathan T. Preston and
moved away. She did not embrace all the teachings
of the Seventh-day Adventist church until the last
year of her 1life.

It has been said that Rachel Oakes was one of
those responsible for the founding of the first
Seventh-day Adventist church. .

19
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RACHEL OAKES PRESTON

Zealous Sabbathkeeper

March 2, 1809 - 1868

A clue to the important role played by Mrs. Preston in early Adventist history may be gained
by looking at the inscription on the headstone of her grave: "Rachel Preston was used of God
in bringing the truth of the Sabbath to the Adventist Church at Washington, New Hampshire;
which became the first Seventh-day Adventist Church in America."

Rachel Preston was a Seventh Day Baptist when she came to Washington. Her daughter
Rachel Delight Oakes, became the wife of Cyrus Farnsworth who, with his brother William,
were the first Sabbathkeepers among the Washington Adventists.

In 1837 Rachel Harris Oakes and her daughter joined the Seventh Day Baptist church in Ver-
non, Vermont. Evidently her husband, Emory, died there although there isn’t any account of
it. In 1843 Rachel Oakes and her daughter, Delight, moved to Washington, New Hampshire.
Delight taught school, and her mother lived with her and became the instrument in God’s
hands in bringing the Sabbath light to that company of Adventists. The Adventists, in turn,
brought to her the blessed hope of the second advent. In Washington she met Nathan T. Pres-
ton whom she married. They lived there and at Milford for many years and finally returned to
Vernon, Vermont, where she died and was buried.

See: Footprints of the Pioneers, pp. 29-39; Captains of the Host, pp. 107-109



A Story About Rachel Oakes Preston

Let us go back to the little church in Washington, New Hampshire, the first church of Sabbath-
keeping Adventists. Arthur Spalding will tell you about an experience that led a number of
honest souls to begin the observance of the Sabbath.

"Communion service was being held in the Washington, New Hampshire, Christian church,
one Sunday in the winter of 1844. The presiding elder was Frederick Wheeler, a Methodist
and Adventist minister of Hillsboro, whose circuit included this church. Among the com-
municants he noticed a middle-aged lady sitting in the Daniel Farnsworth pew, who kept her
bright eyes upon him during the service, and seemed almost to start to her feet when he
declared, ‘All who confess communion with Christ in such a service as this should be ready to
obey God and keep His commandments in all things.” He wondered about that lady.

"Visiting in the family later, the minister met Mrs. Rachel Oakes, mother of young Rachel
Delight Oakes, the school teacher. Direct in speech as in gaze, she said to him, “You remem-
ber, Elder Wheeler, that you said everyone who confesses Christ should obey all the command-
ments of God?’

"“Yes.’
"I came near getting up in the meeting right then, and saying something.’
"I thought so. What did you have in mind to say?’

"“Iwanted to tell you that you had better set the communion table back and put the cloth over
it, until you begin to keep the commandments of God,’ said Rachel Oakes.

"Elder Whecler sat back astonished. He felt, a little weakly, that he was grateful this direct-ac-
tion person had had the Christian grace to wait for a private interview. He, not keeping the
commandments of God? Wherein was he disobeying? Oh, yes! He had heard of this Seventh
Day Baptist sister who had recently come here to live, and of her decided views on the obliga-
tion of Christians to keep Saturday for Sunday. It was the literal fourth commandment she was
now preaching to him.

"And it was an effective sermon. Frederick Wheeler went away thinking. He kept on thinking
and studying, and not many weeks later he kept his first Sabbath and preached a sermon about
it on that same day."--Caprains of the Host, pp. 107-108.

And that’s the way the Washington, New Hampshire, Adventists first heard about the true
Sabbath of the Lord.



"THE SEVENTH DAY IS THE SABBATH"

In a little village named Washington, in the mountains of the
state of New Hampshire, lived some Adventists. They loved the
Lord and were always talking to the neighbors and friends about
how wonderful it was to know that Jesus would be coming to take

His children to heaven.

In a little school in the village taught a young woman called
Delight Oakes. Her mother, Rachel, came to live with her. The
people in Washington noticed something different about the two

ladies.

Every Saturday when all the other people in the countryside were
busy cleaning house, washing clothes, getting their shopping
done, and doing extra cooking and baking, Delight Oakes and her
mother did none of these things. Instead they just stayed
quietly at home and read their Bibles and sang hymns. Sometimes

they went for walks in the country.

They told the people that they kept the seventh day of the week
as the Sabbath. But they did go to church with the other people
of the village on Sunday, and the Adventists were friendly with
them. They Adventists told the two ladies about the coming of
Jesus. Mrs. Oakes and Delight had never heard about this before,
and they studied about it in the Bible with their Adventist

friends and were happy to find that it was true.



One day in church they heard the minister say that before they
had the communion service they should be sure that they loved
Jesus and were keeping His commandments. What he said upset Mrs.
Oakes, because the people in the church were not keeping the
fourth commandment - the one that tells us to keep the seventh

day holy.

A few days later the minister went to visit Mrs. Oakes, and she
told him about how upset she had been. "I nearly stood up in
church to tell you that you and the people in the church were not
keeping the commandments as they should have been doing," she

told the minister.

"What do you mean?" he asked in surprise.

"You don’t keep the fourth commandment!" Mrs. Oakes explained.
Then she showed him from the Bible that we should keep the

seventh day, Saturday, not Sunday, the first day of the week.

The minister had never thought about it, but he could see it was

right, and he kept on studying his Bible.

The people in the village talked about the Sabbath. Some said
Saturday was the right day to go to church; others did not. Then
one Sunday a young man named William Farnsworth stood up in
church and said, "I don’t know what the rest of you are going to

do. But I can see that it is right to keep Saturday for the



Sabbath, and from now on I am going to do it."

His younger brother then said, "I too want to keep the true

Sabbath."

So one by one the Adventist of Washington, New Hampshire, began
to keep the true Sabbath, and pretty soon the little church they
had built became a Seventh-day Adventist church. The people

changed their meetings from Sunday to the Sabbath.

Far away from this village lived a good Adventist man named

Joseph Bates. Once he had been a sea captain in charge of a big
ship. He heard about those Adventists up there in the village of
Washington who were keeping Saturday for the Sabbath. "I must go
up there and see what this is all about," he said to himself. So

he traveled up there and arrived in the village late at night.

Going straight to the minister’s home, he told him why he had
come. The two men sat down and had a Bible study. They were
having such a good time reading what the Bible says about the

Sabbath that they did not notice how late it was getting.

"Oh, look," they said. "It is getting light, and the sun will

soon be up. We have been studying all night."

Joseph Bates was quite sure now that he should keep the Sabbath,

as the people in Washington were doing. He went back to his



home. As he was crossing a bridge near his house he saw one of
this friends. "Good day, Captain Bates," his friend called out

to him, "What’s the news?"

"The news?" Joseph Bates replied. "The news is that the seventh

day is the Sabbath."

"What?" said his friend in surprise. "I must go home and study
my Bible and see if that is so." He did, and he began to keep

the Sabbath also.

Joseph Bates talked to everybody about the true Sabbath, and
although some people said he was crazy and some got angry with

him, many prayed about it and began to worship on the Sabbath.

Of course Captain Bates wanted his great friends the Whites to
hear about what he had learned, but at first Ellen said it was
not important nowadays. But then one day she had a vision. 1In
it she saw the tabernacle in heaven. An angel told her to look
inside it, right into the ark in the Most Holy Place. Jesus
opened this ark, which was like a beautiful box, and there Ellen
saw the stones on which God had written the Ten Commandments.
Around the fourth commandment - the one that tells about the

Sabbath - a beautiful bright light was shining.

When Ellen saw this she know that God wants us to keep this

commandment as well as the other ones, so she and James began to



observe the Sabbath and to teach others to keep it also.

- References:
Long-ago Stories : Stories of Ellen
White and other SDA Pioneers for Parents
to Read to Children by: Miriam Hardinge




WILLIAM FARNSWORTH

WILLIAM FARNSWORTH

Birth: 1847 Washington, New Hampshire
Death: 3935

Family: Siblings - Cyrus
Accomplishment :

Farmer, first Adventist layman



CYRUS FARNSWORTH

CYRUS K. FARNSWORTH
Birth: 1822
Death: 1899
Family: Father -
Mother -
Siblings - William
Spouse - Delight Oakes
Accomplishments: A lay leader of the first group
of S.D.A. -- Washington, N.H.



William Farnsworth

(1807-1888)

Rachel Preston met William Farnsworth in
Washington, New Hampshire. He was already an
Adventist as a result of studying Miller's doc-
trines in the early 1860's. Mrs. Preston shared
her supply of Sabbath tracts with him. It was on a
Sunday morning (following Frederick Wheeler's
decision) that Farnsworth decided to keep the
Sabbath. He became the first Seventh-day Adventist

Cyrus Farnsworth

(1822-1899)

Cyrus accepted the Sabbath message after his
brother, William. He married Delight Oakes and was
a lay leader in the Washington, New Hampshire's
first Seventh-day Adventist group.

O
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WILLIAM FARNSWORTH

William Farnsworth and Sally Mead were married in 1830. Into their
home were born 11 children. Several years later, Sally died. The
family struggled. One day many months later, William married
Cynthia Stowell. To this marriage were born 11 more children.
Thus, William Farnsworth had twenty-two children. This story takes

place while William was married to Cynthia.

"One week until Christmas!" sang Orvil as the potatoes were being

passed.

"Just one week!" gasped the children.

"Children!" Father spoke. All eyes turned toward the end of the
table. "I know something more exciting than Christmas that is
going to happen."

Everyone was too surprised to even ask what.

"Mrs. Ellen G. White is coming to visit us in two days. Her
husband, Elder James White, and Elder John N. Andrews will be here,

too."

"Oh, William, how wonderful!" exclaimed Mother as she placed a

large bowl of baked beans on the table.



For the next few minutes Father was too busy answering questions to

eat. If you had listened, you would have heard something like

this:

"They will come in an open sleigh pulled by horses."

"Yes, I know it is bitterly cold, and the roads are covered with

ice, but the Lord will protect His workers."

"Yes, Mrs. White is a prophetess. God has chosen her to bring His

messages to us."

"She loves children, and has some little ones of her own. of

course you can talk to her."

"Yes, Eugene, I am sorry too, that they can’t stay in our home.
That would be a great honor, but where would we put another bed?
Your Uncle Cyrus has an extra room in which the Whites will be

comfortable."

"I imagine that we will have meetings all day Sabbath, and most

likely every day as long as they can stay with us."

"Do you think Mrs. White really has visions from God? Mr. Ball
says she just makes them up in her mind." This question had been

bothering Eugene from quite some time.



Father paused a moment before answering. "What Mr. Ball say and
the articles he has written against Mrs. White have caused only

trouble in our church."

Something has," Eugene gave a big sigh. "We don’t even have

Sabbath School any more. Nobody seems to care."

What Eugene had said was true. Even William Farnsworth had become
discouraged. For five years now he had tried to stop using tobacco.
At first he had prayed every day for will power to leave it alone.
He had gone for weeks at a time without it. Then the temptation
would come strongly, and his whole body would call for just a
little chew. But with just a little tobacco, the nerves would

demand more.

Over and over again William threw his tobacco away; then over and
over again he bought more and chewed it when alone in the woods.
He knew he was doing wrong, and he had become discouraged. He
prayed less, and he didn’t take time to study God’s word.
Sometimes he would forget to call the family together for worship.
Tobacco had brought a big cloud over his bright, sunny Christian

experience.

There was no minister in the little white church now. The members
began quarreling. Some of them didn’t come to meetings for weeks
at a time. They did not love God, nor each other as they had in

1844. How disappointed the angels were as they saw these very



first Seventh-day Adventists in the world, who had stood so bravely

for God and His Sabbath, become careless.

Lovingly, God looked down with sadness at their quarreling. He
would send them help. So He impressed Mrs. White that she must go
to Washington, New Hampshire, at once. It meant a long, hard trip,
and she was not well, but nothing ever kept her from doing God’s

bidding.

In Washington there was no rest or play for anyone for the next two
days. Eugene, Augustus, and Orvil took over the task of cleaning
the little white church. They washed the windows so clean that it
looked as if one could reach through the glass and touch the heavy
icicles hanging from the roof. Eugene swept the smooth pine floor,
and the younger boys dusted the pews, the pulpit, and the little
organ. They shoveled the snow off the steps and down the pathways.
Then they laid fires in the twin stoves, ready to light on Sabbath

morning.

Their older brothers walked many miles to give the news to all the

church members. Everyone was invited, and everyone wanted to come.

Mother Cynthia went over to help Uncle Cyrus and Aunt Rachel get

things ready for the guests.

Friday afternoon before sundown the guests arrived. They were

tired and almost sick from the cold ride.



Sabbath morning people crowded into the little white church to hear
Elder White speak. They were so anxious to hear more that after
taking just twenty minutes to eat their lunches they asked Mrs.

White to talk.

Mrs. White was glad they wanted to hear her, through she was sad
for the message she must bring. God showed her the backsliding of
these members. He showed her their sins. Now she must reprove
them, pray with them, plead with them to return to God. She knew
God could not bless or save them until all their sins were

confessed.

She told Mr. Ball that he was strengthening the enemies of God by
making light of the visions. She told one young woman that she had
backslidden because she chose friends who were not Christians. She

reproved several men for using tobacco.

Eugene had been listening and watching. Suddenly he thought, "If
she is God’s prophetess, she will speak to my father. I know he
still chews tobacco, because I’ve seen the yellow stains on the

snow, and I’'ve seen him try to cover them up with his foot."

Almost immediately Mrs. White turned to William Farnsworth and
said, "I see that this brother is a slave to tobacco. But the
worst of it is that he is trying to deceive his brethren into

thinking that he has stopped using it."



William knew that what she said was true. Only God could have
revealed this secret sin to her, yet he resented being corrected.
The cloud over his soul became blacker for a time. But finally the
sun broke through the cloud, sending its warm cheery light into his
heart. After much prayer he gained the victory over tobacco. With
thankfulness, William praised God, for once more his soul was

filled with peace and joy.

- Copied from the files on William Farnsworth at the

Andrews University Ellen G. White Research Center



A HAPPENING AT CYRUS FARNSWORTH’S HOME

While Elder and Mrs. White were in Washington, New Hampshire,
meetings were held in the church and at Cyrus’ home. Neither
snow nor sleet could keep the people away. Not even Mr. Ball
missed once. He saw how wrongly he had judged Mrs. White, and
with weeping asked forgiveness. The Holy Spirit came close; the
church members confessed their sins to one another and to God.
They prayed for pardon. Often they divided into small groups to

seek the Lord. Great gladness filled their souls.

In a letter to her son, Mrs. White wrote: "The Spirit of the Lord
was in the meeting. Angels of God seemed drawing very near,
driving back the evil angels. Ministers and people wept like

children."

Wednesday was Christmas! What a wonderful Christmas, for Jesus
had been reborn in many hearts. How they loved Him! How eagerly
they went again to the church. They didn’t want to miss a
moment, for this was the last day their guests could be with

them.

At the church Mrs. White talked to the children and youth. Fred
Mead slipped down in his pew. He felt God speaking to his heart,
but he did not want to surrender his life. He had been much

trouble to his parents. He wanted to go on in his sins.



"I want to have fun with the fellows. I want to make money and

be somebody important," he argued with himself.

God’s loving Spirit was in that room. Fred saw his sister
Rosella stand and say she wanted to be a Christian. He saw
Eugene and Loretta give themselves to the Lord. Fred watched the

surrender of one young man who had walked forty miles to see Mrs.

White.

Suddenly the tears were dropping from Fred’s eyes. He too wanted
to give his all to Christ. He wanted to be forgiven of all his
sins. He wanted to do something great for God, maybe be a
missionary! His heart was bursting as he found himself standing
begging his parents to forgive him, and telling everyone of his

new desires.

That wonderful Christmas day thirteen young people turned from
their worldly ways to walk with Jesus. Within a few days five

more joined them.

"This was the very best of meetings," Mrs. White wrote. "We
parted with all with many tears, feeling the blessing of Heaven

resting upon us."

As a result of Elder and Mrs. White’s visit there were eighteen

young people who wanted to be baptized.



"We have no place for a baptism. You will have to wait until the

ice on the lake is melted," said their parents.

"How can we wait?" asked Eugene. "We want to join the church

now."

"You will have to find a place, then," said the older folks,

nodding their heads, thinking that would settle the matter.

These young people were in earnest. They were on fire for God,
and they found a way. One clear, cold morning when the
temperatures had warmed up to ten degrees below zero, they went
to Millan Lake and cut away the ice, making a place big enough in
which to be baptized. It wasn’t easy to do, because the ice was
two feet thick! Then they cut out steps from the icy, frozen

ground so that they could walk down into the water.

We do not know the name of the minister who stood in the freezing
water that day and baptized twelve of those young people, but we
are certain that his heart was thrilled with their devotion and
earnestness. And that is the way the parents felt as they stood
on the bank ready to wrap their children in warm blankets as soon

as they came out of the lake.

It was only a short walk up the hill to Cyrus Farnsworth’s warm
kitchen. There with bowed heads, parents and children renewed

their promises to serve the Lord with all their hearts. When



springtime came the other six were baptized.

- Copied from a file on William Farnsworth at
Andrews University in the Ellen G. White Research

Center



JOHN

Birth: 1798
Death: 1887

BYINGTON

Family: Father - Justus Byington
Spouse - Catherine Byington
Children - John, Martha, Theresa, Laura

Accomplishments:

Builder of the first Seventh-day
Adventist church, licensed
minister in the Methodist church,
abolitioner of slavery, a
regulator in the Underground
Railroad, first president of the
General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists



By

John Byington

(1798-1887)

John Byington was a man of remarkable courage.
From early childhood he was building a relationship
with God. At 18 years of age he was converted and
became a Methodist. As a result of study and
commitment to God he was licensed as an exhorter.
He suffered poor health from the ages 21-24. When
he was able to resume preaching he divided that

activity with farming.

John abhorred slavery. He ran an Underground
Railroad Station at his home (in Bucks Bridge,
N.Y.) Many visitors to his home would often share
meals with the family, native Indians, and blacks.
The Methodists were disappointed about his beliefs
and actions so Byington founded a Wesleyan
Methodist Church and supervised its building and

parsonage.

During the year of 1844, Byington listened to
one of William Miller's sermons. He was not
impressed. However, in early 1852 he received a
copy of The Adventist Review and Sabbath Herald.
Byington read the reasons for worshipping on the
seventh day of the week. He studied the Bible
texts used to prove the doctrine. He was convinced
to worship on the seventh day, however he
hesitated. John was hesitant about disturbing the
members of the Wesleyen Methodist Church with
something new and completely opposite to its
teachings. He prayed and studied.

Around that time he was 'prodded' by a church
member to stop chewing tobacco and stop drinking
tea. The member was concerned that John's
credibility as a man of God was diminished because
of poor health habits. Byington though about his
health and stopped using tea and tobacco. His
health improved and he became a strong supporter of
health reform.
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A series of sad events resulted in John
Byington changing his religious perspective once
more. An epidemic struck Bucks Bridge. He lost
two of his daughters, Laura, and Theresa. Byington
had to deal with the death of his daughters and
confusion about his religion and its doctrines.
During Theresa's funeral he seemed to hear a voice
repeating, ''The seventh day is the Sabbath.'" From
that moment he dedicated his life to the Lord to
keep the Sabbath.

John Byington knew that his decisions would
not be respected by his church. So he with his
family began worshipping with the other Sabbath
keepers. Once again Byington found it necessary to
build a church. He donated some of his own land
across from the first church he helped to build.
The building is believed to be the first Seventh-
day Adventist church to be built and dedicated by
its members. Alas, the only evidences of its
existence are the foundation stones and its
original key.

In September 17, 1978 a ceremony was performed
to dedicate a memorial stone to the first church
and first school in our denomination.
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John Byington was not yet finished with his
work at Bucks Bridge. In 1852-1853 he had
completed an extensive study of the three angels
message. It was the third angel's message that
helped him to see that workers needed to be trained
to spread the tidings. Matthew 28:19 contained the
command to go and teach all nations. He saw the
need for a church school and shared his thoughts
with other Adventists. He donated his daughter,
Martha, as teacher and ask other members to donate
what they could to make the school a reality.
Aaron Hilliard donated the parlor in his home for
the school. His older brother, Henry, made the
benches and seats. When the furniture was made and
the schoolroom arranged, the Adventist community
fully supported the school by sending 17 students
for the first enrollment.

A few years later at the invitation of James
White, John and his daughter, Martha, moved to
Michigan. The rest of the family and some church
members followed later.

John Byington was a man of courage and a man
dedicated to God. He was affectionately called
"Father Byington' by the Adventists of his time.
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JOHN LOUGHBOROUGH

1832

January 26,
1924

JOHN NORTON LOUGHBOROUGH
Accomplishments:

Birth:

Death:

literature evangelist,

Preacher,

author of Hand Book of Health




John Loughborough

(1832-1924)

John Loughborough is considered to be the
first lay preacher and non-Sabbatarian Adventist.
He became a Seventh-day Adventist in 1852. He
supported himself as a preacher by working at odd
jobs and some carpentry work. He was ordained as a
minister in 1854.

From 1854 he worked extensively in New York,
Pennsylvania and the mid-west. He was also a
literature evangelist.

As a result of his stay in Dansville, New
York, Loughborough supported health reform. He
wrote a book entitled Hand Book of Health; or a
Brief Treatise on Physiology and Hyglene. -

Neufeld, Don Fred. Seventh-dav Adventist Encvclopedia.
Washington, D.C.: Keview ano Herald Publishing Association,
6.
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JOHN NORTON LOUGHBOROUGH

First Church Historian

January 26, 1832 - April 7, 1924

John Norton Loughborough became a Sabbath-keeping Adventist through the labors of J. N.
Andrews. He began preaching immediately and was ordained in 1854. He became our first
missionary (to California, that is!) in the year 1868. In 1878 he was sent to Europe. He was at
one time president of the Illinois Conference. For six years he was superintendent of General
Conference districts made up of conferences. He was the denomination’s first historian, writ-
ing the book, The Rise and Progress of Seventh-day Adventists, which was followed by The Great
Second Advent Movement. He was also the author of smaller books. Loughborough was the
first man to receive ordination in what was later to be known as the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. This occurred when he was only 22 years old.

Like most of the early Advent leaders, John Loughborough took a real interest in the litera-
ture work. One day he and James White were discussing ways and means of advancing the
work of the gospel. It was suggested that if books were offered to the people in public in con-
nection with preaching services, the people would be willing to buy and pay a small price for
them, thus the way would be prepared for more literature to be produced. The alert young
preacher said, "I will try it." So at one of the meetings tracts were displayed on the speaker’s
stand and offered for sale. At the close of the sermon many persons came forward and bought
them. At that time a complete set of all Adventist literature published, including tracts and
one paper-covered book, could be purchased for 35 cents. Today it would cost thousands of
dollars to buy one copy of all Seventh-day Adventist literature published in many languages.

Loughborough was truly a great pioneer, lending his many talents to the development of the
work wherever there was a need.

"In 1908, at the age of seventy-six, he began a tour around the world, visiting the principal
centers of the Seventh-day Adventist work. He travelled thirty thousand miles by water and
six thousand by land. This closed his active service except for an occasional trip to a camp
meeting or General Conference session, or to take up his pento write reminiscences of bygone
days. He made his home with his daughter, Mrs. J. J. Ireland, at Lodi, California. When she
and her husband were called to Washington, D.C., Elder Loughborough’s health was failing,
and he spent his last years in the St. Helena Sanitarium, where he passed away peacefully on
April 7, 1924, at the ripe old age of ninety-two. His funeral was held in the St. Helena church,
which was one of the first churches he had raised up in California more than fifty years before.”

See: Pioneer Stories Retold, pp. 115-142; Footprints of the Pioneers, pp. 147-156.



A Story About John N. Loughborough

Not long after John Loughborough became a Seventh-day Adventist, he was impressed that
he should go and preach the message but he hesitated until he could earn enough money to
support his wife. He tried to make the business succeed in which he was engaged, but it failed.
His funds were very low. Then he went to a meeting in Rochester. During this meeting Sister
White had a vision. In relating this vision she said, "Brother Loughborough is holding back
from his duty to preach the message, trying to get means for his support. The Lord told me to
say, ‘Decide to preach the message and the Lord will open the way for your family’s support.”™
--Divine Predictions Fulfilled, pp. 25-27.

After the meeting, John Loughborough went home and prayed. He said to the Lord, "I will go
and trust in You to open the way for my support." When he made that promise he only had
three cents in his pocket and he didn’t know where any more money was coming from. But he
was happy in his heart.

Monday morning his wife said to him, "John, we are out of matches and I need some thread."
Elder Loughborough took the pennies out of his pocket and said, "Mary, this is all the money
I have. You get one cent’s worth of matches and a skein of thread and bring me one cent. I
don’t want to be entirely without money."

His wife was very blue. "What are we going to do?" she said. John Loughborough said, "I am
going out to preach and let the Lord open the way for us as He promised to do in the vision
last Sabbath."

Mary Loughborough went to her room to have a good cry. She wept for an hour. Then she
went out to make her purchases. She hadn’t been gone but a few minutes when a strange man
called at their door and ordered sixty dollars worth of sashlocks. Brother Loughborough had
tried to sell sashlocks but he had failed. Now, since he had told the Lord that he would obey
and become a preacher, the Lord began to work for him.

The man said, "I will call for the sashlocks at noon and pay you for them then." Well, Brother
Loughborough only had to walk about two blocks to the factory where he placed the order for
the locks. The sale went through as planned and his profits were over thirty dollars. And thir-
ty dollars was a lot of money back in the 1850’s.

When Mary Loughborough returned with the purchases, she found her husband singing. "You
seem to be very happy," she said.

"Yes," he replied. And he told her what had happened. And she went to her room and had
another hour’s cry, but this time for a different reason.

Elder Loughborough was obedient to the heavenly vision. He became a successful preacher.
God used him in a mighty way to built up the interest of His cause.



JOHN LOUGHBOROUGH

John Loughborough’s life story began almost two years before the
stars fell. He was born in 1832 in Victor, New York. His father,
as well as his grandfather, preached in the Methodist church. When
John was three years old a school was started. This school would
be like our pre-schools today. The school was in the Methodist
Church and Miss Bibbins was their teacher. On the last day of
school each child had a small speaking part to present. After John
spoke his part the people clapped but John didn’t know why they

were clapping. He thought it was just part of the meeting.

John heard the ministers talk about the fact that Jesus was coming
on October 22. This made him very happy. Every night, before he
went to sleep, he would think about what had happened during the
day to see if he had done or said anything that would make Jesus
sad. He felt that he could not wait until the next morning to

confess his sins.

John, along with other young people, waited for Jesus to come on
October 22, but Jesus did not come. John was very disappointed.
The neighbor boys that he had talked to about the coming of Jesus
now made fun of him. "Haven’t gone up yet, have you, John?" Of

course, you can imagine how John must have felt.

John continued to study and his love for God grew each day. Later

John became a Seventh-day Adventist. Not long after he became an



Adventist he was impressed that he should go and preach. But he
was afraid to go because he didn’t know how he could support his
wife. He had a business that he worked very hard at but it was
failing. One night John went to a meeting where Ellen White was
preaching. During her sermon she had a vision. When she told what
she had seen in vision there was a message for John. Ellen White
told him that he was not preaching because he did not know how he
would support his wife. Ellen assured him that God wanted him too
preach and the Lord would see to it that there would be enough

money to support them.

After the meeting, John Loughborough went home and prayed. He said
to the Lord, "I will go and trust in You to open the way for my
support." When he made that promise he only had three cents in his
pocket, and he didn’t know where any more money was coming from.

But he was happy in his heart.

Monday morning his wife said to him, "John, we are out of matches
and I need some thread." Elder Loughborough took the pennies out
of his pocket and said, "Mary, this is all the money I have. You
get one cent’s worth of matches and a skein of thread and bring me

one cent. I don’'t want to be entirely without money."

His wife was very sad. "What are we going to do?" she said. John
replied, "I am going out to preach and let the Lord open the way

for us as He promised to do in the vision last Sabbath."



Mary went to her room to have a good cry. She wept for an hour.
Then she went out to make her purchases. She hadn’t been gone but
a few minutes when a strange man called at their door and ordered
sixty dollars worth of sashlocks. Brother Loughborough had tried
to sell sashlocks, but he had failed. Now, since he had told the
Lord that he would obey and become a preacher, the Lord began to

work for him.

The man said, "I will call for the sashlocks at noon and pay you
for them then." Well, John only had to walk about two blocks to
the factory where he placed the order for the locks. The sale went
through as planned, and his profits were over thirty dollars. And

thirty dollars was a lot of money back in the 1850’s.

When Mary Loughborough returned with the purchases, she found her

husband singing. You seem to be very happy," she said.

"Yes," he replied. And he told her what had happened. And she
went to her room and had another hour’s cry, but this time for a

different reason.

Elder Loughborough served the Lord for the rest of his life. He
became a successful preacher, and God used him to help build up

the Adventist work.

- References:
Footprints of the Pioneers
Pioneer Stories Retold




ELLEN WHITE

ELLEN GOULD WHITE
Birth: November 26, 1827 Gorham, Maine
Death: July 16, 1915 California
Family: Father - Robert Harmon
Mother - Eunice Gould Harmon
Siblings - 2 brothers, 5 sisters
Spouse - James White
Children - Henry Nichols, James Edson,
William Clarence, John Herbert
Accomplishments: Prophet, author, counselor,
lecturer



JAMES WHITE

JAMES SPRINGER WHITE
Birth: August 4, 1821 Palmyra, Maine
Death: August 6, 1881 Battle Creek, Michigan
Family: 5 brothers and 3 sisters
Spouse - Ellen Gould Harmon White
Children - Henry, James, William, John
Accomplishments: Founder of Seventh-day Adventist
Church, publisher, pastor,
teacher, farmer



THE COUNTY TREASURER AND THE MISSING MONEY

As told by Arthur L. White

This story about the county treasurer and the missing money shows
how God helped the people to know that the message of the
pioneers was the truth and that He spoke to His people through

the Spirit of Prophecy.

In the winter of 1849-1850, Elder and Mrs. White lived at Oswego,
New York, right near Lake Ontario. While there, Elder White

published several numbers of our first little paper, The Present

Truth. He also held meetings and presented our message,
particularly the Sabbath truth. Our pioneers called it the third

angel’s message, and we call it that today.

The Methodists were especially disturbed, and with a very earnest
business man leading out, they held revival meetings. This man,
whom we know only as Mr. M. was the county treasurer. The people
were very much impressed and some found it hard to decide as to
who was right, this man who upheld Sunday or Elder White, the
young minister who had just moved to Oswego and who lived in a
rented house with borrowed furniture, who was teaching the
Sabbath truth. Mr. M., well-known in the town and the county
treasurer conducting a religious revival, told the people that
the Sabbath was not important. All that they had to do was to

turn from sin and give their hearts to God.

Mr. Hiram Patch and the fine young lady he was about to marry



were especially troubled. How could they know what was the truth
in this matter? They were deeply impressed with the earnestness
of the Methodist county treasurer and the meetings he held. They
could also see clearly the Bible proofs for the Sabbath truth and

the third angel’s message.

About this time, Sister White was given a vision in which she was
shown the true character of Mr. M., and that he was not honest.
And she was instructed to tell Mr. Patch, "Wait a month, and you
will know for yourself the character of the persons who are
engaged in this revival, and who profess to have such a great

burden for sinners."

When Mrs. White told this to Mr. Patch, he said, "I will wait."

About two weeks later, as Mr. M., the county treasurer, in one of
the revival meetings, was praying in agony for sinners, a blood
vessel in his stomach broke, and he was carried home in great
pain. As others took over his treasurer’s work at the county
court house, they discovered a shortage in the county funds of
one thousand dollars. The sheriff and his assistant were sent to
the treasurer’s home to ask about the missing money. The
sheriff found Mr. M. in bed. Mr. M. told the sheriff that he did

not know anything about the missing money.

Just then the sheriff’s assistant came in the back door with Mrs.

M. and he had in his hand a bag of money. He got there just



in time to hear the treasurer call on God to witness that he had

not taken the money.

The sheriff’s assistant then held up the bag of money and asked,

"What is this?"

As he stood outside while the sheriff went into the house, he had
seen Mrs. M. go out the back door carrying a bag and this she
quickly hid in a pile of snow. Then as she returned to the
house, she met the man who had been watching her, and he took her
back with him to get the bag. Just as he had suspected, it
contained the missing money. The treasurer was put under arrest.
The revival meetings collapsed. The people of the town were

shocked.

Now Mr. Patch knew who had the truth and he, with the young lady
he soon married accepted fully the third angel’s message, joined
the Sabbath-keeping Adventists and were very faithful members.

When they saw the fulfillment of the predictions of Sister White,
they knew that God was guiding this people and that they had the

truth.

(Story based on the account given by J.N. Loughborough in Great

Second Advent Movement, pp. 230-232, and Mrs. White’s reference

to the experience in Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 2, pp. 123, 124.)




Activity Sheet: Horse and Carriage--2

A HORSE AND CARRIAGE

During the early years of their marriage James and Ellen White experienced hard times.
They had little money and Ellen was so frail. She often rose from her sick bed to go somewhere
or carry a message to someone because God told her to go. For these journeys, He always
strengthened her, but much of the traveling they did was difficult and tiring.

When they must travel long distances they went the best way they could with what money
they had. Automobiles and airplanes w]ere not known in those days. Sometimes they went in
a carriage or sleigh loaned by friends. Often they traveled by second-class railway or on the
lower decks of small ships where thick clouds of tobacco smoke choked Ellen and made her
faint. At night they slept on the floor or on boxes or bags of grain. They used overcoats and
shawls for blankets. When they closed their eyes and tried to sleep, swearing and obscene words
from the other passengers rang in their ears and kept them awake; deck passengers often
played cards and drank until very late in the night.

One day a request came for Ellen to speak to a group of believers at Sutton, Vermont.
They would have to make the forty-mile trip in a stagecoach that ran over the rough, dusty
roads through the hill country. The coach stopped for fresh horses every ten miles, giving the
passengers a series of ten-minute stops. When they finally reached their destination, Ellen
looked so weak and tired that the friends who welcomed them at Sutton were alarmed and
concerned at her condition. Even James, her husband, looked quite "used up."

These believers at Sutton were dedicated, warm-hearted people who wanted to see the
message go quickly. Also they realized how important the Whites were to the growing work
and valued their ministry. They decided to do something. They called a secret meeting. There
they talked the matter over and decided to take up a collection and purchase a horse and
carriage. "Then these dear people can drive wherever the Lord sends them in so much more

comfort."

They did take up the collection and gave generously. when they counted the offering, they
had $175 which they felt sure would purchase both carriage and horse. They selected a
well-built, comfortable buggy, but after discussing the horse, they decided to give the Whites
a choice of several animals being offered for sale.

On that Sunday night before the Whites were to leave Sutton, and return to their home
in Rochester, Ellen found herself in vision. She stood at a cross-roads where several men had
gathered. They had three horses with them and they asked James White to look them over and
choose one. One horse was a high-spirited sorrel. When the men stepped forward to examine
this one, the angel in the vision turned to Ellen and said, "Not this one."

Then someone brought forward a large gray horse, clumsy-footed and awkward. Again
the angel spoke, "Not this one."



3--Activity Sheet: Horse and Carriage

The third horse was a big dappled chestnut with an intelligent face, and arched neck and
sway-backed. "This is the one for you," the angel said. Ellen told her husband about the strange

vision.

The following morning the Whites were taken to the crossroads where about twenty men
greeted them. Then they brought out the three horses. Ellen immediately recognized them as
the same horses she had seen the night before in vision, the nervous sorrel, the clumsy gray
and the big sway-backed chestnut names Charlie. Of course the Whites chose Charlie. Then
the men presented the Whites with the beautiful new buggy. They harnessed Charlie in a fine
new harness and fastened him between the shafts of the shining buggy.

James and Ellen had never owned a carriage before. They had known which horse to
choose because of the vision, but they knew nothing about the fine carriage. Such a surprise
almost overwhelmed them. They might even have hesitated to accept so beautiful aconveyance
had it not been for the vision. They knew that God understood all about this particular horse
and this particular carriage. He approved of these humble and obedient servants of His having
a nice, new buggy to travel to His appointments for Him. They thanked the good people of
Sutton with all their hearts and especially they thanked God who had shown them this great

mercy.

Driving home to Rochester through the beautiful fields, groves and pastures in the sweet
air of the open country was so much more enjoyable than the stuffy, smokey stage coach. They
loved old Charlie and he loved them. They always took good care of him and although they
took long trips in their carriage, they never drove their horse t0o far in one stretch, or failed
to give him good care. That same autumn while traveling the five hundred miles between their
home in Rochester, New York, to Bangor, Maine, they drove through miles of orchard land
where apple hung ripe on the trees and fallen fruit lay on the ground. Charlie could never pass
up a red apple without wanting to eat it. James White loosened the check rein so that Charlie
could get his head down to the ground where he nuzzled the apples to his heart’s content. the
long trip of one thousand miles lasted two months and faithful old Charlie brought the little
family safely home in better health than when they started the long journey.

The Whites were always generous with their horse and carriage. When other workers
needed to go on trips in God’s service, James and Ellen allowed them to borrow old Charlie

and the carriage.

Although old Charlie never knew it, he was a specially favored horse. God showed him
to Ellen White in a vision and chose him to be her faithful servant.



What special gift did the members at Sutton, Vermont give to James and Ellen White?

Connect the dots and color.




THE BIG BIBLE
The "big Bible" at Ellen’s home in Portland, Maine weighed 18 1/2
pounds. It was eighteen inches long by eleven inches wide and
had a thickness of four inches. 1In the early part of 1845,
during family prayer, Ellen went into vision. While in vision
Ellen stepped over to the nearby dresser where this "large"
family Bible rested. After placing it on her left hand, she
easily held the "big Bible" at arm’s length for about half an
hour. While holding the Bible and still in vision, Ellen spoke
to the value of the Word of God. Even though she was in frail
health, she was in no way fatigued by this experience. At the

time this event took place Ellen weighed about eighty pounds.



WHERE IS JESUS NOW?

Where is Jesus now and what is He doing?

The day after the great disappointment Hiram Edson, and a few
friends were praying for understanding of what happened. If Jesus

didn’t come back to earth where was He and what was He doing?

As he and a friend walked across his field, Edson was suddenly
"stopped". A vision passed before him. He saw Christ as High
Priest going into the most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctuary.
The friend wondered why Edson had stopped in the middle of the

field. Edson shouted, "The Lord has answered our morning prayer."

Edson, Owen Crossier, and F.B. Hahn began to study the sanctuary in
the Old Testament. They knew, for example, that everything in the
0l1d Testament symbolized or was a shadow of something in God’s
great plan of salvation. What did the 0Old Testament sanctuary

symbolize?

Atonement was made for their sins by offering sacrifices day by day
in the sanctuary. Edson and his friends 1looked in their
concordances at the word atone and found that it meant to "cleanse,
purify, forgive, or blot out" sins. When sin had entered our
world we became "at odds" with God. We needed atonement, or "at-

one-ment" in order to come back into a relationship with God.



Once every year the High Priest went into the Most Holy Place to
review and cleanse away the Israelites forgiven sins. As Edson
remembered his vision he began to understand where Jesus was and
what he was doing. Jesus is our High Priest and instead of coming
back on October 22, 1844 He had gone into the Most Holy Place of
the heavenly sanctuary for the purpose of cleansing our sins. In
Acts 3:19-21 we’re told that sins will be "blotted out" just before
Jesus returns. The cleansing of the sanctuary now going on in
heaven is a truly great work of "at-one-ment"; it is the final

removal of every sin that separates God’s people from Himself.

Since Crosier was the best writer of the three it was decided that
he would do the writing and that Edson and Hahn would pay the
publishing costs of $30.00. Things were so tight, that Mrs. Edson
had to sell some of her silverware. The three only managed to come

up with half the costs , and the rest was on credit.

The story was published as an Extra in the Day Star on February 7,
1846. Ellen was delighted when she read her copy. It harmonized
perfectly with her first vision on the sanctuary. Ellen stated, "I
feel fully authorized by the Lord to recommend that Extra to every

saint." Life Sketches p. 116.

Ellen would later call the doctrine of the sanctuary one of the
"landmarks" of the Adventist message. She also said that it was

essential that Adventists understand the sanctuary.



STOCKBRIDGE HOWLAND

Stockbridge Howland was a builder of bridges, roads, and mills.
Today, he would be called a civil engineer. He became very
active in the 1844 movement after accepting William Miller’s
views. He traveled by horseback over several counties, passing
out literature and teaching his faith. Opponents of the Advent
message began saying that since Howland was not tending to his
regular business he must be declared mentally incompetent. A
guardian was appointed to handle all of Howland’s business
affairs. Howland gladly referred all of his affairs to the
guardian, who soon found that his hands were quite full!

Meanwhile Howland devoted himself fully to the Lord’s work.

Soon the county wished to build a bigger and better bridge across
the Kennebec River. They decided that the only one who could do
the job was Stockbridge Howland. When they came to ask him he
said, "Gentlemen, you will have to see my guardian. You know I
am not considered competent to attend to my own business; and do
you come to me to build your bridge?" It was suddenly decided
that he was mentally competent, and the bridge was built under

his direction.

Adapted from In the Footsteps of the Pioneers, 1990 ed.
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FORT HOWLAND

The Stockbridge Howland home in Topsham, (pronounced Topsam) Maine,
probably got its nickname because it was so large and well-built
(see picture). This home played a big part in early Adventist

history.

Following the great Disappointment of 1844, Adventists split up
into small isolated groups throughout New England. By late 1844
Ellen Harmon had her first vision. As news of this spread, it gave
Adventists hope and encouragement. Ellen soon began to travel
around to the various groups of Adventists, attending "house
meetings." She met James White at one such meeting. They were
married in 1846. Soon after they studied the seventh-day Sabbath
with Joseph Bates, they accepted it. The Whites continued to
travel, sharing what they were learning. But after their first
son, Henry, was born in September 1847, their travels stopped for
a while. The Howlands offered the Whites a place to stay, so Ellen
and James spent the winter of 1847-48 there. The Whites were very
poor, so James went to work on the railroad. Poor Ellen became
very discouraged in the winter. She was frustrated that James and

she were not out doing the Lord’s work.

The Whites left Maine in April of 1848 with a trunk that contained
the few items of clothing they owned and a few dollars. They were
headed for Rocky Hill, Connecticut, where the first of seven

important Sabbath Conferences of 1848 was held. The fifth



conference of that year would be at "Fort Howland" in Topsham where
the Whites again spent some of the winter months between travels.
For five years Mrs. Howland cared for Henry, while the Whites
traveled and wrote. Henry came back to visit with the Howlands ten
years later. He, unfortunately, caught pneumonia and died. He was

just sixteen years old.

- Adapted from In the Footsteps of the Pioneers
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HENRY WHITE

Birth: August 26, 1847

Death: 1863
Family: Father - James White
Mother - Ellen White

Siblings - James Edson, William, John Herbert
Accomplishments: Played instruments, excelled in school,

sang sweetly.



Have you ever had an impression or dream that
resulted in your sensing something was going to happen?
James and Ellen White did. The Whites had been working
in Michigan for a long time. Ellen wanted to return home
to see the children and complete the manuscript for the
third volume of Spiritual Gifts. James wanted to escort
his wife home and check that the children were well. It
was during a stop-over in Brookfield, New York that James
White had a dream which troubled him. There was no
apparent cause to worry about their three boys. Letters
from Topsham, Maine stated that everyone was well.
Nevertheless, both parents were troubled. They wanted
to check on their boys personally.

The Whites finally arrived at the depot in Topsham,
Maine on Friday, November 27, 1863. They were joyfully
greeted by the three boys and their nurse. Everyone
seemed to be well with the exception of Henry. He had
a cold.

As the days went by it was obvious that Henry's cold
had worsened. By the fourth day since his parents'
return Henry's condition was diagnosed as pneumonia.
Pneumonia is caused from either viruses or bacteria that
attack the body and inflame the lungs. A doctor was
called and he prescribed highly poisonous medicines. It
was the usual treatment for pneumonia. James and Ellen
White had used hydrotherapy on Willie and Edson when they
had diphtheria earlier that year. However, they felt
that pneumonia should be treated by the usual methods of

their day.
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Even with the medication, Henry's health failed.
The Whites and Howlands took turns caring for him. They
prayed and prayed for Henry to recover. It was apparent
that their prayers for his recovery were not granted.
They did not give up. James and Ellen decided to talk
to Henry about death. They discussed with him the
possibility that he might die. It was wonderful to see
Henry's faith in Jesus. He confessed to his family his
regret that he did not take the Christian life seriously.
He knew that he did not set a good example during the
time they lived in Battle Creek, Michigan. He talked to
his brothers about his life and his growing commitment
to God. His testimony helped his brothers cope with the
eventuality of his death. Henry believed he had made
peace with God and was looking forward to eternal life
when he would be resurrected.

While Ellen White attended him one morning he spoke
to her:

"Promise me, Mother, that if I die I may be

taken to Battle Creek, and laid by the side of

my little brother, John Herbert, that we may

come up together in the morning of the

resurrection." AY, p. 26.

ATLANTIC UNION CONFERENCE




His mother promised to do what he asked. Ellen must
have had tears in her eyes. She must have felt deep
sorrow about the loss of a second child, yet happy that
Henry wanted to be with his brother on resurrection
morning.

James White would often go to a private place to
pray during Henry's illness. When his courage seemed to
fail he would seek the Lord. On one occasion he felt so
full of grief that he had to pour his heart out to God.
After his session of prayer he knew that God was leading
and everything would work for the best. He shared his
thoughts with Henry. His son's face seemed to shine with
a "heavenly smile." Henry was so weak that he could only
nod and whisper, "Yes, He will." AY, p. 27.

On another occasion he said to his father:

"Father, you are losing your son.
You will miss me, but don't mourn.
It is better for me. I shall escape
being drafted, and shall not witness
the seven last plagues. To die so
happy is a privilege." AY, p. 29.
before he died he spoke to Ellen:
"Mother, I shall meet you in heaven
in the morning of the resurrection,
for I know you will be there."

After these words he asked his brothers, parents and
friends to come to his side. He kissed each person
present then pointed upwards and whispered, "Heaven is
sweet." AY, p. 31. Those were his last words.

Can you imagine the sorrow each person present at
Henry's death must have felt? Yes, they missed him.
They admired the inner strength Henry showed through the
illness. He was often in pain, often weak yet his faith
in God strengthened his mind. He was able to make people
laugh. He was able to comfort his brothers and parents.
He was truly a blessing to his family.

ATLANTIC UNION CONFERENCE




Who was Henry White? He was the first son of James
and Ellen. His parents referred to him as the "sweet
singer." Henry was gifted. He played several
instruments and sang beautifully. He enjoyed and
excelled at school. Most importantly, he had a lovely
personality. He was humorous. He reminded his father
that he would be escaping the draft to the army when he
died. Henry also cared about his friends. During his
illness he dictated messages to his Battle Creek friends.
He lifted their spirits and urged them to get closer to
God.

Henry was only 16 years old when he died. Some
people may have said that he was too young. Yet when one
sees how much he helped his family and friends one can
say he did more in his young life than many people who
live to be eighty years of age.

What caused Henry's illness? Willie, his youngest
brother, remembered that both Henry and Edson were
helping brother Stockbridge Howland. They were mounting
charts on cloth in preparation for sales. They had a
short holiday while waiting for charts to arrive from
Boston. The brothers would tramp down by the river. One
day Henry decided to take a nap after he returned from
a trip to the river. He went to sleep on layers of damp
cloths used for the charts. He fell asleep in the draft
of a cold wind blowing through a nearby window. Thus
resulted the terrible cold.
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Funeral Bervices

Henry's friends in Topsham requested permission from
Ellen and James White to hold a funeral service in their
town. They arranged times with the Baptist clergy across
the street. M. E. Cornell officiated at the service.

After the service the White family traveled west to
Battle Creek. Henry's body was taken in a metal casket.
Uriah Smith officiated at the funeral service in Battle
Creek. The Whites were comforted by their friends and
Henry's friend. It was an especially moving part of the
service when Henry's schoolmates sang a hymn during the
closing. They accompanied the family and friends to the
Oak Hill Cemetery where Henry was buried next to his

brother.
This is what Ellen White wrote about her son in

volume three of Life Sketches:

"When our noble Henry died, at the
age of 16--when our sweet singer was
borne to the grave, and we no more
heard his early song--ours was a
lonely home. Both parents and the
two remaining sons felt the blow
most keenly. But God comforted us
in our bereavements, and with faith
and courage we pressed forward in
the work He had given us, in bright
hope of meeting our children who had
been torn from us by death, in that
world where sickness and death will
never come." 3LS, pp. 165, 166.
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Where were Ellen and James White's boys spending a

vacation when Henry took sick?

what factors resulted in James and Ellen White

returning to their children?

How did Henry become sick?

What transformation did Henry experience while he was

sick?

Why did he confess his wrongs to God and to his

family?

ATLANTIC UNION CONFERENCE




6. How did Henry comfort his family during his illness?

7. Describe an incident that showed Henry was loyal to

his friends.

8. How did Ellen and James describe their son Henry?

9. What talents did Henry have?

10. Why were two funeral services held for Henry?

¢Research the lives of Edson and Willie White.
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6. Why did Thomasonian and homeohydropathic medical

practice improve health care?

7. What drugs revolutionized operations?

8. Why did heroic style doctors believe in bloodletting

patients?

9. What did they use for the bloodletting procedure?

10. In 1863 and 1865 Ellen White saw two visions. What

did she learn from the visions?
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ANSWER KEY
Henry White

The Howland home in Topsham, Maine

Ellen White wanted to complete volume 3 of Spiritual Gifts.
James White had a dream which troubled him.

Fell asleep on a pile of wet cloth charts by an open window
through which cold wind was blowing.

He experienced a new understanding of God.
Answers will vary.

He looked forward to seeing them on resurrection morning.
He would not experience the seven plagues or not be drafted.

He wrote letter of comfort to his friends.

Sweet Singer

Sang, played instruments, good student

Friends in Maine wanted to give a tribute. The funeral in

Battle Creek fulfilled Henry'’s request to be buried beside
his brother.



THE SABBATH CONFERENCES OF 1848

As the relationship between the Sabbath, the Sanctuary, and the
Great Disappointment became clear, the Whites and Joseph Bates
wanted to spread the Good News. There were twenty weekend
"conferences" held between April 1848 and the end of 1850. These
conferences were held in kitchens, parlors, a "large unfurnished

chamber", or swept out barns.

There were seven 1848 conferences. The first and the fourth were
at the farm of Albert Belden of Rocky Hill, Connecticut. There
were about 50 believers at the first conference, which James White
would later call "the first general meeting held by Seventh-day
Adventists. In point of numbers and influence it marked a new era

for the cause."

The conference was held in the "large unfurnished chamber" on the
second floor of Albert Belden’s house. Joseph Bates taught about

the Sabbath and James White taught about the Third Angels Message.

The Whites later moved in to "the large unfurnished chamber" in the
Belden house where they had the use of household furnishings left
by Clarissa Bonfoey’s mothers when she died. Clarissa offered to
do the house work and take care of baby Henry while the Whites

traveled and wrote.

On July 28, 1849, Ellen and James’ second son, James Edson, was



born at the Belden Farm.

The fifth "Sabbath Conference" was held in Topsham, Maine. It
ended on October 22, 1848, exactly four years after the Great
Disappointment. The Sabbath keepers discussed publishing a
periodical to present the exciting truths which they were learning

about the Sabbath and the Sanctuary.

The sixth conference was held on November 18, 1848, at the home of
Otis Nichols in Dorchester, Massachusetts. It was here that Mrs.
White received a remarkable vision. When it was over she
immediately said to her husband,
"I have a message for you. You must begin to print a
little paper and send it out to the people. Let it be
small at first; but as the people read, they will send
you the means with which to print, and it will be a
success from the first. From this small beginning it was
shown to me to be like streams of light that went clear
around the world."

Life Sketches p. 125

"Streams of light ... clear around the world!" How could this be?*
There were just a few of them! Jesus was coming very soon! They
had no money! Nevertheless, her poverty-stricken husband, James,

would put together an eight-page publication called The Present

Truth of which 1000 copies were printed on credit. From this small

beginning the publishing work has grown to 59 publishing houses



that employs 3,500 workers. There are 25,000 literature

evangelists which help lead 50,000 souls to baptism each year.

Interestingly enough, the press that James White first used would
print 50-100 pages and hour. Today’s Webb presses will produce
36,000, 32 page, 4-color magazines an hour, which is more that a

million pages per hour.

*Many of the Sabbath-keepers had believed in a "shut-door"
doctrine. They mistakenly thought that the door of probation had
closed in 1844, and that no one in the world could be saved. Thus
the idea of publications going all around the world didn’t make
sense to them. The "door" began to open in 1848 and was wide open

by the early 1850's.



JUDGE NOT

Prior to the great disappointment in 1844, the believers in
Christ’s soon coming frequently met for earnest seasons of
prayer. At one such meeting held in the home of Brother Jordan,
where about forty were present, and Elder H. led out in prayer.
James White (1821-1881) became rather astonished and somewhat
embarrassed as he listened to the following petition:

"O Lord, have mercy on Brother White. He is

proud, and will be damned unless he gets rid

of his pride. Have mercy upon him, O Lord,

and save him from pride....Break his down,

Lord, and make him humble. Have mercy on

him. Have mercy."

The prayer went on for quite a while.

When Elder H. finally ended, all there were in stunned silence
for some time. James White finally said, "Brother H., I fear you
have told the Lord a wrong story. You say I'm proud. This I
think is not true. But why tell this to the Lord?...Now, sir, if
I am proud, so much so that you are able to give the Lord
information on the subject, you can tell before these present in
what I am proud. Is it in my general appearance, or my manner of
speaking, praying, or singing?...Please look me over. Is it may
patched boots? My rusty coat? This nearly worn-out vest? These
soiled pants? Or that old hat I wear?" (Life Incidents, pp.

115,116)

Elder H. assured James that it was none of those things. Rather,

he said that Brother White’s symbol of pride was the starched



linen collar he was wearing. James quickly explained that his
own shirt had been dirty and a good sister had offered to wash it
for him. In the meantime she lent him one of her husband’s
shirts, which had a starched linen collar. In fact, James said

that he did not even personally own a starched collar.

References:

Laughter and Tears of Our Pioneers p.1l5



THIS ONE THING I DO

Commitment or singleness of purpose to accomplish the work they
felt had been given them to do was a hallmark of our early
pioneers. Although many illustrations might be given to
demonstrate their zeal, a few incidents must have even caused

them to chuckle as they later recalled what had happened.

On one occasion as Elder James White [1821-1881] was preaching
the evening sermon at a camp meeting, it started to rain. Before
long, it was pouring so hard that it was almost impossible for
him to be heard since in those days there were no microphones.
Elder White suggested, "Let’s sing while we wait for the storm
to subside. It won’t last long." So they all sang
enthusiastically, "We will stand the storm, It will not be long."
And sure enough, the rain stopped as quickly as it had begun, so

he was able to resume his sermon.

As James spoke that evening, he became so absorbed in what he was
saying that he walked right off the platform. But this did not
deter him. Picking himself up, he climbed back on the platform
and kept right on talking. In fact, he built the incident right
into the sermon so well that many in the audience thought he had

planned the whole thing! [V. Robinson, p.20]

At another camp meeting, word came to Elder White while he was
preaching that a man had just been pulled out of the nearby

river, apparently drowned. Immediately James White stopped



speaking and ran to the spot. Without a moment’s hesitation, he
placed the victim in the proper position and administered
artificial respiration. The man revived and James White then
went back to complete his sermon. [V. Robinson, p.20] Whether
the man’s soul was saved, we do not know, but at least his life

was spared so that he had another chance.

Another of our early pioneers, Elder S.N. Haskell [1833-1922]
admitted that when he was travelling by train, he never read his
Bible in the train station. No, it was not that he was
embarrassed to be seen reading it. His problem was that once he
started, he became so deeply engrossed in what he was reading,
that he would forget the time and miss his train. [E.M.
IRobinson, p.8] While we might commend Elder Haskell for his
diligence, it doubtless interfered with his getting to scheduled

appointments on time!

Overall, though, God richly blessed the singleness of purpose and
total commitment of our early Adventist pioneers as they shared

their beliefs with others.

Reference:
Laughter and Tears of the Pioneers, p. 20,21




IN THE PULPIT

Sometimes Ellen White’s humor turned up in unusual places. On

one occasion is even happened while she was preaching.

Her son, Willie, often traveled with her on speaking tours,
especially after her husband, James, died. One day she was
speaking at St. Helena, California. Willie sat behind her on the
rostrum. While she was speaking, Ellen White, noticed that the
audience seemed distracted, some even smiling. Turning around,
she discovered that Willie was taking a nap. Mrs. White

apologized:

"When Willie was a baby, I used to take him into the pulpit and
let him speel in a basket beneath the pulpit, and he has never
gotten over the habit."

She then continued her sermon.

Reference:
Laughter and Tears of the Pioneers, p. 53




HUMOR IN CLOTHES

Ellen White seemed to see the humor in the way some women dressed
in her day. She favored a neat appearance. But is was apparent
to her that some women were careless on this point. She once
wrote of some women that "their clothing often looks as if it

flew and lit upon their persons." - CG 415.

Still another time she wrote: "Sisters when about their work
should not put on clothing which would make them look life images

to frighten the crows from the corn." - 1T 464.

Late in her life, Ellen White received a letter from a friend of
earlier days who was in Japan. No doubt this friend had known
her when she was quite a bit smaller in size. As is fairly
common, Ellen White had added weight in her later years. The
friend had enclosed a present. Her secretary, D. E. Robinson,

recalls the incident in a letter:

"This noon’s mail brought a letter to her (Ellen White) from
Sister DeVinney of Japan, and as a remembrance of her birthday a
"hug-me-tight’ which is being interpreted a sort of warm vest to
be worn on cold days. She tried it on, and instead of going

around her body, the edge went about to her sides.

She told me to tell Sister DeVinney that she greatly appreciated
the gift, but that there was a great deal more to her than some

people thought. Which remark I think is very true." - D. E.



Robinson, November 3, 1914,
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VINGETTES ON THE LIVES OF JAMES AND
ELLEN WHITE

Cast of Characters (in order of appearance):

Narrator

Ellen White

First Praying Woman (1st P.W.)
Second Praying Woman (2nd P.W.)
Third Praying Woman (3rd P.W.)
Fourth Praying Woman (4th P.W.)
James White

First Rowdy

Second Rowdy

Third Rowdy

Fourth Rowdy

Fifth Rowdy

Sixth Rowdy

Quiet Man

First Farmer

Second Farmer

Third Farmer

Scene 1: Parlor of Home in Portland
Scene 2: Maine Meeting House

Scene 3: Home oof James and Ellen White
Scene 4: Grain Field

Scene 5: Christian home in Massachusetts

Scene 6: Home of James and Ellen White

Scene 7: General Conference Session

Time Period: 1844-1909
Playing Time: Approx. 25 minutes
NOTES ON CHARACTERS:

Narrator needs good reading ability and a well modulated voice.
Ellen White needs to be rather slender and must have good memorization skills.

James White should be of medium build with a good voice.
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PROPERTIES:

Bible, baby cradle, doll, baby blanket, four scythes (wood or cardboard) bag of
groceries, letter in an envelope, table, six chairs, small podium, small desk
(optional), pen and paper, small lamp (optional) microphone for narrator, spike,
lapboard.

COSTUMING:

ELLEN WHITE: Long dress, or long skirt and blouse, shawl (optional)
powdered hair or wig for last scene (optional).

JAMES WHITE: Shirt, no tie, suit, wool scarf (optional), winter coat, work
clothes.

PRAYING WOMEN: Long dress or long skirt and blouse, shawl or sweater
(optional).

ROWDY MEN: Work clothes, winter coats, scarves, hats, gloves.

QUIET MAN: Dresses as rowdy men or possibly in white as an angel.
FARMERS: Overalls and work shirts, straw hats and neckerchiefs (optional)
NOTES ON STAGING:

For simplicity of production it is recommended that all main props be on stage
throughout the play.The action on stage will switch from set to set. There are
three main sets: a Parlor scene, DL, for Scenes 1,3, 5, and 6; the Podium scene,
UC for Scenes 2 and 7, and the Grain Field scene for Scene 4. Narrator will be
offstage with a microphone.
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Characters:

Scene:

Narrator:

I1st P.W.:

2nd P.W.

3rd and 4th
P.W.

Narrator:

Vingettes on the Lives of James and Ellen White--3

SCENE 1

Narrator, Ellen, Four Praying Women

DL, a little parlor scene consisting of six chairs, one can be situated at a table,
use of a desk is optional depending on space. Pillows, afghans, lamps, candles
can be used to make the scene more homey. Scene opens with Ellen and four
praying women kneeling quietly.

It is always hard to be disappointed, and it is hard to go back to what we have
cast aside forever. How the hearts of the faithful believers ached as they realized
that the Lord had not come at the time they had expected Him in 1844.

Lord, it is so difficult to understand why You didn’t come. We so longed to see
You. There was nothing that stood between us and You.

Father, we have not made a provision for your not coming. We do not know
which way to turn. Please show us what we should do. We are looking to you in
faith.

(In unison) Yes, Father. Amen, Lord.

The people needed the presence of their Savior with them at this time more
than they ever had before, and He did not disappoint them. He chose to use a
very special gift--the gift of prophecy. Since creation He had spoken to His
children through this gift when they especially needed His help. Ellen Harmon,
who had served the Lord with all her heart since she was a child, was chosen by
the heavenly Father as His Messenger. Within two months after this
disappointment He spoke to her and gave her messages for the believers. Ellen
had just turned 17 at the time. She was in such poor health that she could scarcely
speak above a whisper. The doctors said she might live only a short time. One
morning at worship she was kneeling in prayer with four

(Ellen mouths a prayer as narrator reads)

other women when the power of God was felt by all present. In a moment Ellen
ceased praying and remained silent. After the vision ended, Ellen realized that
she was still kneeling in the parlor of the little house in Portland. But how dark
it seemed.

(Ellen stands as other women remain kneeling and listening)

Ellen:

I was surrounded by a light and seemed to be rising higher and higher. I turned
to look for the advent people, but I could not find them. A voice said, "Look a
little higher." When I looked up I saw a straight, narrow path high above the
world, leading to the heavenly city beyond. On this path the advent people were
traveling.
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Narrator:

A light set up at the beginning of the path shone all along the way, lighting the
feet of the travelers so that they would not stumble. "This light," said the angel,
"is the midnight cry." Infront of the company, leading them to the City, was Jesus.
If His followers kept their eyes fixed upon Him, they were safe: but some grew
tired and complained that the City was a great way off.

Then Jesus raised His right arm and from it a light shone back all along the path,
and the little band of followers shouted with joy. But some lost sight of Jesus
and said that it was not God that had led them. The light behind them went out,
and they were left in complete darkness. They stumbled in the dark and fell from
the path into the world below.

I heard the Voice of God tell the group the day and the hour of Jesus’ coming.
I heard the believers cry out, "Who shall be able to stand?" There was an awful
silence. Then the voice of Jesus spoke, "Those who have clean hands and pure
hearts shall be able to stand: My grace is sufficient for you." Everyone was filled
with joy. Angels’ songs rang through the air.

I saw the dead raised from their graves and their loved ones greeted them with
shouts of joy. Those who were ready were taken with Him into a cloud. When
the company reached the City of Gold, Jesus lay hold of the gate of pearl and
swung it back on its golden hinges and said, "You who have washed your robes
in My blood and stood stiffly for My truth, enter in." I seemed to be surrounded
by holy angels in the glorious courts of heaven where all is peace and gladness.
Oh, how dark this world seems.

About 60 members of the Advent band believed that God had chosen this way
to comfort them after the great disappointment they had suffered. At first Ellen
did not want the job but later an unspeakable joy filled her that she, so young
and feeble, should be chosen as the instrument by which God would give light
to His people.

(Ladies leave stage)

Characters:

Scene:

Props:

Narrator:

SCENE 2:

Narrator, James, Rowdies, Quiet One

Parlor Scene DL; then slightly UC, a small podium for James White to speak
from. Scene opens with James White seated at desk or table, then switches to
piodium scene.

Bible for James, spike from snowall

James White was born in Maine in 1821. He was a feeble, nervous, partially
blind boy who could not receive the advantages of the common school. Not until
he was 16 years old, when his eyes became normal, could he so much as read a
single verse of the Bible without stopping to rest his eyes.



James:

Narrator:

Vingettes on the Lives of James and Ellen White--5

Much older than the other students and behind in his classes, the young man
was much embarrassed when he entered academy. His formal education
consisted of 29 weeks of school. This whetted his thirst for knowledge and he
determined to secure a college education. He became so engrossed in education
that he loved the world more than Christ although he had been baptized into
the Christian church. His family had accepted the teaching of the Second Advent
by William Miller; and after attending some meetings, James, too, accepted it
and renewed his consecration to God.

(Talking conversationally to God, seated at a desk or table studying) Father, You
know that in the past I have loved the world more than You. Thank you for
bringing me to the place where I am at last willing to accept the call of your Holy
Spirit. I want to do work for You. I want to preach for You. Lord, I have bought
a prophetic chart. I ask that you will bless me as I begin to teach it too others.

(White begins walking slowly to podium scene)

In the midst of a cold Maine winter, he left on horseback, thinly clad, and with
no money to go more than 100 miles among strangers.

(Group of rowdies and one quiet one enters)

On one occasion a large mob gathered around the meeting house and took out
the windows. When the youthful minister began to speak, a snowball whistled
through the window and spattered on the ceiling. This was the beginning of a

(Group of rowdies make threats, throw snowballs, shake fists, etc.)

James:

Narrator:

fusillade of snowballs thrown at him. His Bible and clothes were wet with the
fragments of a hundred snowballs that broke on the ceiling and showered over
him and the Bible. Closing his Bible he began to picture the terror of the day of
God.

Repent! Call on Good for mercy and pardon. Turn to Christ, and get ready for
His coming, or in a little while you will call in vain for the rocks and mountains
to hide you. You scoff now, but you will pray then. (Pause . . . Takes out spike)
Some poor sinner cast this spike at me last evening. God pity him.

The worst I wish for him is that he is at this moment as happy as I am. Why should
I resent this insult when my Master had them driven through His hands? (Holds
spike high--then places arms in position of a cross.)

The youthful minister called on sinners to repent. The effect was powerful.
Closing the meeting, the young man started out through the subdued crowd.
Someone locked arms with him and guided him through the throng.

(White and the quiet one leave arm in arm)
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When James got through the crowd, he noticed that his companion was gone..
He never found out his identity.

(Group of rowdies leave stage.) (White puts on work clothes for next scene.)

SCENE 3:
Characters: Narrator, Ellen, James
Scene: Parlor Scene, scene opens with Mr. and Mrs. White seated in parlor
Props: Cradle with doll and blanket brought in for Parlor Scene, bag of groceries, letter
in an envelope.
Narrator:  Various forms of fanaticism were coming into the companies of Adventists and

God used Ellen Harmon to combat them. On one of her trips she met James
White. These two became acquainted and their mutual interest in the Advent
hope and in public service formed a basis for association in service. In time the
friendship formed in this fashion ripened into love, and they were married. A
year later a son was born to them. They named their firstborn Henry.

James: Ellen, a letter came this morning asking us to come speak to a small company
of believers in Vermont.

Ellen: My, we have been able to respond to so many of these requests, but this time I
just feel that it is impossible for us to go.

James: Yes, we don’t have any money to pay our traveling expenses.

Ellen: And I feel that it would be just too difficult right now to travel with the baby.
(Bends over to touch baby)

James: We will send word that the way is not open for us to come at this time.

(Ellen sits quietly during narration. James leaves stage to get groceries)

Narrator:  That winter, money was very scarce in the humble home. In these early times
there was no regular plan for supporting our ministers. One day when all the
food in the house was gone, James walked three miles in the rain to get some
money which was due him and buy some food. But the man he had worked for
could give only alittle money. James could not buy much. He bought afew beans,
a little meal, rice, and a few pounds of flour.

(James White enters singing with bag of groceries on his back. He put these in a bag and carried
them on his back. He entered the house singing, "I'm a pilgrim, I'm a stranger.")

(James sets bag on table.)

James: "’m a pilgrim, I'm a stranger"

Ellen: Has it come to this, James. Has God forsaken us?



James:

Ellen:

Narrator:
Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Narrator:

Characters:
Scene:
Props:

Narrator:
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Hush! The Lord has not forgotten us. He gives us enough for our present needs.
Jesus fared no better.

Yes, and sufferings and trials bring us near to Jesus. The Lord is trying us for
our own good. He is stirring up our nest, lest we settle down at ease. Our work
is to labor for souls.

(James and Ellen are seated in the parlor)
In a few days little Henry was taken sick and rapidly grew worse.

I am so worried about little Henry. We have tried all of the remedies that we
can think of.

We must continue praying for our little son. We have prayed earnestly, and still
as of yet, there has been no change. Surely God will show us the way of bringing
healing to our son.

(Slowly, hesitantly) James, I think that God may be showing me the way. Perhaps
I made Henry an excuse for not traveling and laboring for the good of others
are we have been called to do.

(Pausing) 1 think you may be right. Let us kneel now and pray. (The two of them
kneel)

Father, please forgive us for not trusting you to provide the way for us when You
have called us to go and preach Your Word. Lord, we ask you to heal our little
son and we promise You that we will go wherever we are needed. Thank you
for hearing us and answering in Jesus’ name. Amen.

(James and Ellen leave statge)

From that very hour the fever turned and Henry began to recover.
SCENE 4

Narrator, James, Three Farmers
DR for Field Scene
Four scythes

At another time James needed money for food, clothing and other supplies. He
was offered work in the harvest field cutting grain. This was much harder work
than he was

(Three men enter)

accustomed to doing. He had suffered an ankle injury when working in a sawmill
as ayouth that prevented him from bearing his weight upon his left foot for years.
After praying for strength, James went to the field to work where he found that
there were several men who were rough and irreligious. They did not like the
idea of having a preacher work with them.
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(White enters)

1st Farmer:

2nd Farmer:

Narrator:

1st Farmer:

2nd Farmer:

3rd Farmer:

(Speaking quietly among themselves)

He’s not used to this hard work. Let’s run him down and drive him from the
field.

Let’s put him at the head. We’ll soon see how this soft preacher can cut grain.

They were to work one following the other, cutting a swatch so that each would
begin his strip where the other left off. The man at the head had the hardest
place as he had to keep ahead of all the others and set the pace for the rest of
the mowers.

James cut a wide swath and swung his scythe as fast as he could. The other men
took narrower swaths and kept as close to him as possible. Across the wide field
they all worked. At the far end, after a short rest, they turned and started back,
with the minister still ahead of them. When they reached the starting place, the
men threw down their scythes.

White, do you mean to kill yourself and us? We give up this test. We thought
you were a minister and could not handle a scythe, but we give you the credit of
being far ahead of us and the best mower we ever saw.

And you have taken no beer or liquor this hot day.

When you came into the field as a worker, we were angry. We gave you the
hardest place. You have gone on steadily and we have had to give up. We have
to admit that you are the best mower we ever saw.

James: Thank you for the compliment and the honor. But it is the God of heaven who
I serve and trust that gave me the strength.

Narrator:  The day’s work proved to be a blessing as it broke down the prejudice of the
men in the neighborhood.

(All leave stage)

(Mr. White changes to dress clothes)

Characters:

Scene:

Personal
Props:

Ellen:

SCENE 5:

Narrator, James, Ellen, Four Praying Women

Parlor Scene with chairs arranged as for a meeting. Scene opens with James and
Ellen sitting at the desk or table.

None

(Sitting at her desk, reminiscing and thinking out loud) The angel first said to me,
"Relate to others that which I have revealed to you." So I began to visit groups
of believers and tell them the mesasge I was given. '



Narrator:

(Group enters

Ellen:

Narrator:

Ellen:
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Soon after that, the angel said, Write the things that are revealed to you." And
so in faith I began to write. It was very difficult at first. I was so weak that my
hand trembled. I could only write a few words at a time. (Shaking her head yes)
But the Lord strengthened me and now I can write steadily and clearly.

Ellen knew this was a gift from God and she did not spare herself in using it to
His glory. Many letters of guidance were written to the leaders of the different
companies to help them in their work. The visions must be shared with the
churches, too; and these were copied over and over again by hand and sent to
different ones who could pass them on to others. But this work of writing became
a great burden, for there was never enough time to answer all the letters when
they should be answered or to send to each little church the messages that would
be a special help to them.

The burden became almost more than Mrs. White and her husband could bear.
They prayed for a way to open by which they could reach more people in a
shorter length of time without wearing themselves away trying to do more than
they could. A meeting was held in Massachusetts where a few of

and sits in chairs)

the believers gathered to help one another plan the great work of telling others
of the seventh-day Sabbath and the nearness of Christ’s coming. During the
meeting Mrs. White was given a vision.

(Turning to her husband) 1 have a message for you. You must begin to print a
little paper and send it out to the people. Let it be small at first; but as the people
read, they will send you means with which to print, and it will be a success from
the first. From this small beginning it was shown to me to be like streams of light
that went clear round the world.

This was indeed an encouraging message. These papers which they were to
publish would take the important light to many people. Mrs. White, too, could
send out her messages through articles in this paper. How much easier to mail
out papers to the different churches than to write a letter to each one by hand!
Even the scattered believers could have a copy and be blessed by the message.

The plan was so wonderful! But so far no one has been willing to put money into
this new publishing work.

(James and Ellen sit, look dejected, then James stands.)

James:

I must earn the money myself and publish the paper. Last year I earned money
by working in the hayfields. Surely the Lord would bless and strengthen me for
this new work. I will buy a scythe at once and start to work.

(James out the door. Ellen slumps.)

Women:

Mr. White, come back quickly, your wife has fainted.
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(Group gathers around Mrs. White and prays.)

Ellen:

Narrator:

(Stands) It is not God’s plan for you to work in the hay field. He has other work
for you to do. You must write, write, write, and walk out by faith. If you do the
will of God and publish the paper, others will send the money for the expense
of the printing.

James again started for town, but not to buy a scythe. He was going to make
arrangements to have a paper printed.

(Women leave stage.)

Characters:

Scene:

Props:

Narrator:

Ellen:

Narrator:

Ellen:

SCENE 6:

Narrator, Ellen

Parlor Scene, scene opens with Ellen sitting in a chair with her lapboard, paper
and pen.

Lapboard, pen

Soon after the first vision in 1844 the angel had commanded Ellen to write, and
in all the years she had continued to write. Even when she was spending much
of her time in traveling and speaking, still she used every moment she could to
write. Often she arose at three or four o’clock to write letters of encouragement
or letters of reproof which the angel had directed her to write.

I have been aroused from my sleep with a vivid sense of subjects presented to
my mind; and I have written at midnight letters that have gone across the
continent, and arriving at a crisis, have saved a great disaster to the cause.

During a vision in Lovett’s Grove she was shown the whole story of the world,
from creation to the coming of Jesus, and told to write it for others to read. She
was shown also that Satan and his angels would try to hinder her, but the angels
of God would not leave her alone, and that she must trust in God. Before she
had even begun the work of writing this book, she was suddenly made very ill
with a stroke of paralysis. She could not speak and her whole side was paralyzed.
Prayer was offered for her and she partially regained the use of her body. She
began to write.

At first I could write only one page a day and that with great difficulty. After this
exertion,  would have to rest three days before trying to write again. AsIworked
my strength increased until now I can write several hours a day. As I write upon
my book I feel intensely moved. I want to get it out as soon as possible. I have
been unable to sleep nights thinking of the important things to take place. My
mind is stirred so deeply I cannot rest. Write! Write! Write! I feel I must and
cannot delay.



Narrator:
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While writing the manuscript of The Great Controversy I am often conscious of
the presence of angels. Many times the scenes about which I am writing are
presented to me anew in visions of the night, so that they are fresh and vivid in
my mind.

In telling of the wonderful things God had shown her, Mrs. White also wrote
more than S0 books and many articles for the "Review and Herald," "The Signs
of the Times," and "The Youth’s Instructor."

(Mrs. White leaves stage.)

Characters:

Scene:
Props:

Narrator:

Mrs. White:

Narrator:

SCENE 7

Narrator, old Ellen
Podium Scene, Ellen stands at the podium with the Bible

Bible

It was the last day of the meeting. The General conference session of 1909 was
about to close. Mrs. White felt that she might never attend another General
Conference. She came to the platform to give a parting message to those who
had come to the conference--a message that they could carry with them to
encourage them in their work.

These were her last words before this great assembly of Seventh-day Adventists.
Her counsel is still guiding God’s followers today.

I pray earnestly that the work we do at this time shall impress itself deeply on
heart and mind and soul. Perplexities will increase; but let us as believersin God
encourage one another. Let us not lower the standard but keep it lifted high.
The enemy is seeking to becloud the discernment of God’s people and to
weaken their efficiency; but if they will labor as the Spirit of God shall direct,
He will open doors of opportunity before them for the work of building up the
old waste places. O what a scene of rejoicing it will be when Jesus shall place
the victor’s crown upon the heads of the redeemed! Never, nevermore will you
be led into temptation and sin. You will meet there those whom you have helped.
You will see Jesus in His beauty. (Turns to the pulpit and takes Bible and holds
it out toward the congregation.) Brethren and sisters . . . Brethren and sisters, I
commend unto you this Book. (Holds Bible up briefly)

(Gently she closed the Bible and laid it back on the pulpit. Slowly she walked from
the platform.)

--Thanks Oregon Conference
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THE LEGACY OF THE UNFINISHED CHAMBER

James and Ellen White move from discouragement to purpose.

--000000--

CHARACTERS

Joseph Bates
Albert Belden
Mrs. Belden
John Belden
Stephen Belden
Clarissa Bonfoey
Mr. Bonfoey
Mrs. Bonfoey
E. L. H. Chamberlain
H. S. Gurney
George Holt
Mrs. Holt
Stockbridge Howland
Mrs. Howland
Charles Pelton
Ellen White
James White
John Wilcox
Mrs. Marsh
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Synopsis of
THE LEGACY OF THE UNFINISHED CHAMBER

On a cold, rain-swept day in the village of Topsham, Maine, a young mother rocks her
five-month-old baby to sleep, and frets over the absence of her husband, gone on a six-mile
trek through the storm to re-stock their empty pantry. The destitute couple are James and
Ellen White, the date is near the end of the winter of 1848. The discouraged Ellen is soon
joined by Mrs. Howland, a kindly soul to whom Ellen is able to pour out her troubles. Soon
James arrives home to a cold room and a tearful wife, who pours out her frustrations and deep
concerns for getting out and doing the Lord’s work among dozens of disheartened Advent
believers. Suddenly remembering a letter he collected at the post office, James tears it open,
and finds an invitation for them to attend a planned conference of Sabbath-keepers near
Middletown, Connecticut, in just a few weeks time. Despite their lack of money, and the
problems of travelling with a young child, James and Ellen vow to attend the meeting.

In Scene 2, at the home of the Beldens at Rocky Hill, Connecticut, the planned Sabbath
conference is getting under way in an "unfinished chamber” within the house. The Whites
arrive, and are introduced to the small group of believers gathered there. Soon Joseph Bates
and Brother Gurney arrive to join the conference, where the Sabbath doctrine and the "shut
door" idea are emerging as topics of interest and lively discussion.

A year later, back in Topsham, Maine, Scene 3 finds Mrs. Howland in lively discussion
with a visiting Adventist "sister" who has joined one of the prevalent fanatical movements. The
visit comes to an abrupt end with the appearance of Mr. Howland, with the information that
James and Ellen White have been invited back to Rocky Hill, where James hopes for an
opportunity to begin publishing an Advent magazine for the scattered believers. Since Ellen
is pregnant again, and unable to cope with the pressures of travel with young Henry, the
Howlands happily offer to care for him during the Whites’ prolonged absence.

Scene 4 reveals Charles Pelton at work in his Middletown printing shop as James White
arrives with copy for the first issue of his paper, Present Truth. Pelton is not partial to the
Millerite and "shut door" philosophy, but agrees to do the job despite the inability of White to
pay for printing of the first two or three issues until funds come in from anticipated subscribers.

Meanwhile, at the Belden home, the Whites have been given living quarters in the same
"unfinished chamber" where the first Sabbath conference was held the year before. Here, in
the last scene, Ellen White writes a letter to the Howlands, describing her anticipation of good
results from the new paper which James is just now bringing home from the printer. Ellen is
soon joined by Clarissa Bonfoey, a faithful young lady who lives with the Whites and helps with
the housekeeping. As the two women reflect on the recent growth of the Adventist movement,
James arrives with the papers. The Belden family join them in the "unfinished chamber" as the
little group of believers kneel around the papers spread on the floor, and pray earnestly for
the success of this new venture in the Adventist movement.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Following the Disappointment of 1844, the Adventists were soon fractured into isolated
groups. Many gave up the Advent hope altogether. In Portland, Maine, Ellen Harmon was
given her first vision late in 1844, and this brought encouragement and hope to some of the
local Millerites. Through correspondence and word of mouth, Adventists in other places heard
about Ellen, and soon she was travelling to various localities where house meetings were
conducted. At one such meeting James White met Ellen Harmon, and in 1846 they were
married. Shortly afterward they studied and accepted the seventh-day Sabbath, which was
being taught by Joseph Bates from Fairhaven, Massachusetts.

The Whites continued to travel from place to place, meeting with believers, sharing the
new found truths. This became more difficult for them after the birth of their first child, Henry,
in September 1847. They also experienced poverty as James was unable to find continuous
employment. The Stockbridge Howland family offered them accommodation in their large
house at Topsham, Maine, and there the Whites spent the winter of 1847-48.

Then in April 1848 an Adventist in Connecticut, E. L. H. Chamberlain, called a meeting
of Sabbath believers at Rocky Hill, near Middletown, Conn. This was the first such conference
and was attended by both Joseph Bates and the Whites. Five other "Sabbath Conferences"
followed in various localities throughout New England, during the summer and fall of 1848.
These meetings brought intensive study, debate, and finally agreement on a variety of doctrinal
topics, thus establishing the theological foundation for what later came to be the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

One topic of increasing disagreement among Adventists was the concept of the "shut
door." The early Adventists felt rejected by the world, and in turn rejected those of the "world"
as candidates for salvation. They believed that the door of probation was forever shut in 1844,
and that the coming of Christ was imminent. However, as the months rolled into years,
Adventists began to rethink the "shut door" doctrine, especially when they began to attract
converts from "out of the world." This was beginning to happen in 1848, and from that time
onward the "shut door" gradually began to open. By the early 1850’s it was a completely open
door!

Once a doctrinal platform had emerged in 1848, there was a strong desire to communicate
the new truths to Advent believers everywhere. Following a vision of Ellen White during the
last Sabbath Conference at Dorchester, Massachusetts in 1848, and in spite of lack of means,
James White commenced publication of a paper, Present Truth, at Middletown, Connecticut,
in the summer of 1849. The paper succeeded in uniting the Sabbath-keeping Adventists, and
became the fore-runner of the now-worldwide publishing work of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

31



32--Legacy of the Unfinished Chamber

List of Sources:

Early S.D.A. Periodicals : facsimile reproductions of The Present Truth and The Advent
Review. Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1946.

Graybill, Ron. "Heirloom : Leaves from Ellen White’s Family Album." Adventist Heritage,
Vol.7, no.1, 1982, pp.6-19.

Robinson, Virgil. James White. Review and Herald Publishing Association, 1976.

Schwarz, Richard W. Light Bearers to the Remnant. Pacific Press Publishing Association,
1979.

Spalding, Arthur Whitefield. Origin and History of Seventh-day Adventists. Vol. 1. Review
and Herald Publishing Association, 1961.

White, Arthur L. Ellen G. White : the Early Years, 1827-1862. Review and Herald Publishing
Association, 198S. :

White, Ellen G. Life Sketches. Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1915.



Joseph Bates

Albert Belden

Mrs. Belden
John Belden
Stephen Belden

Clarissa Bonfoey

Mr. & Mrs. Bonfoey

E. L. H. Chamberlain
H. S. Gurney

George Holt

Mrs. Holt
Stockbridge Howland

Mrs. Howland

Charles Pelton

Legacy of the Unfinished Chamber--33

CHARACTERS

An early Adventist pioneer, and one of the first to preach the Sabbath
truth. He attended the Rocky Hill conference in 1848 and led out in
discussions.

Farmer at Rocky Hill, Connecticut, and an early Sabbath keeper. The
first and fourth Sabbath conferences of 1848 were held in an
"unfinished chamber" of his home, and in 1849 James and Ellen White
lived there when the first numbers of Present Truth were published.

Wife of Albert Belden.
A son of Albert Belden.

A son of Albert Belden. He later married Ellen White’s sister, Sarah
Harmon, and was employed at the Review Office in Battle Creek. Their
son, Frank Belden, became a well-known Adventist hymn-writer.

Born in 1821, Clarissa lived in Middletown, Connecticut, at the time
of the first Sabbath conference in 1848. She looked after little Henry
White for a time after the conference. Following the death of both her
parents in 1849, she became the Whites’ housekeeper at Rocky Hill,
and later accompanied them to Rochester and Battle Creek.

Parents of Clarissa. It is not certain whether or not they attended the
1848 conference at Rocky Hill.

Anearly Advent believer in Middletown, Connecticut, who invited the
Whites to attend the first Sabbath conference at Rocky Hill in 1848.
He also attended some of the subsequent conferences with the Whites.

An associate of Bates at Fairhaven, Massachusetts. With Bates he
attended the first Sabbath conference at Rocky Hill in 1848.

A Millerite minister who early accepted the Sabbath truth and became
active in the growth of the Adventist cause. With James White he
laboured in a hay-field at Rocky Hill, Connecticut, in 1848, and was
later associated with him in publishing The Advent Review.

Wife of George Holt

An engineer, and a faithful Advent believer in Topsham, Maine. The
Howlands provided assistance and living quarters to the Whites on
various occasions, and cared for their small son, Henry, during
extended absences of James and Ellen in the Advent cause. Ellen later
referred to their home as "Fort Howland" in recognition of the
Howlands’ loyalty to the truth amidst much fanaticism in the early
years of Adventism.

Wife of Stockbridge Howland.

Printer of Middletown, Connecticut, who agreed to print the first three
issues of Present Truth even though James White had no money to pay
for them in advance.
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Ellen White

James White

John Wilcox

Imaginary Character

Born 1827 as Ellen Harmon, she married James White in 1846, and
together they travelled and lectured, promoting the Sabbath and other
Bible truths. Their first child, Henry, was born in 1847, and their
second, James Edson, was born just days after the launching of Present
Truth in July 1849.

A few years older than Ellen, James was a Millerite elder and diligent
Bible student. Not blessed with a strong constitution, he walked with
a limp, but allowed nothing to keep him from giving all he had to the
Advent cause.

Wilcox is reported to have said that he was "converted right out of the
world" at the Rocky Hill Sabbath conference of April 1848. [J. N.
Loughborough, as quoted by C. Mervyn Maxwell in Tell it to the World,
p.153]

Mrs. Marsh
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Ellen White:
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LEGACY OF THE UNFINISHED CHAMBER

"August 30, 1846, I was united in marriage to Elder James White. Our hearts
were united in the great work, and together we travelled and labored for the

salvation of souls." [LS 97]

Avyear later "our eldest son, Henry Nichols White, was born. In October Brother
and Sister Howland, of Topsham, kindly offered us a part their dwelling, which
we gladly accepted, and commenced housekeeping with borrowed furniture. We
were poor, and saw close times. We had resolved not to be dependent, but to
support ourselves, and have something with which to help others. My husband
worked very hard hauling stone on the railroad, but could not get what was due
him for his labor. Brother and Sister Howland freely divided with us whenever
they could; but they also were in close circumstances. One day when our
provisions were gone, my husband went to his employer to get money or
provisions. It was a stormy day." [LS 105]

SCENE 1. Date : winter of 1848. An upstairs room in the Howland home at Topsham,
Maine. Furnishings are simple, and there is an atmosphere of poverty about the room.
Ellen White enters the room, holding a baby. She stands rocking it gently.

Ellen:

Mrs.
Howland:

Ellen:

Mrs.
Howland:

Ellen:

Mrs.
Howland:

Ellen:

(To herself) Listen to that rain! Poor James, out in this weather! (Continues to
rock babe in silence. Soon there is a knock at the door.) Come in! (Mrs. Howland
enters.) Hello, Mrs. Howland. I'm just trying to settle Henry for a nap. (She
continues to rock baby gently during the conversation.)

Thought I'd come upstairs and see how you were, Ellen. What a miserable cold
day it is! I haven’t seen so much rain in a long time. (Looks around room.) You
should have a fire on your hearth, my dear. It’s very chilly in here.

James will set a fire as soon as he comes in. He should be home soon. (Looks
anxious.)

Yes, I saw him leave the house this morning. Wondered where he was going on
a day like this. Not out to cut wood, surely! I'm worried about him being out
there, and you here alone with little Henry.

(Placing Henry in crib.) No, he didn’t go to work in the forest today. (Pause) He
went down to Brunswick.

To Brunswick, in this weather? Six miles in the rain!

(Sighs, then sits down. Mrs. Howland sits alongside her.) Y ou see, we have no food
left —and no money to buy any. But James has money owing to him from his
previous employer —remember he worked for a while at Brunswick, hauling
stone for the new railroad. If he couldn’t get money, he was to ask for some

provisions.
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Mrs.

Howland:

Ellen:

Mrs.

Howland:

Ellen:

Mrs.

Howland:

Ellen:

Mrs.

Howland:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen, dear, why didn’t you tell us you were out of provisions? We don’t have a
lot ourselves, but there is nearly always bacon in the cellar, and plenty of
potatoes. The thought of James walking to Brunswick and back on a day like
this!

Thank you, Mrs. Howland, but James and I both feel that we should not be
always depending on other people. We have resolved not to get ourselves into
debt.

O, Ellen, Stockbridge and I are just glad to help a little when we can! Do you
have warm clothes for the baby? Winters here in Topsham can be miserably
cold.

[ think he will be warm enough with the flannel gown [ made him a few weeks
ago.

Clothing is so expensive! Even the cloth to make up.

[ know. I paid a quarter for the piece of flannel. It was more than we could afford,
but the weather turned cold, and I was afraid our little boy would not have
enough to keep warm. So we went without milk for three days, and I saved the
milk allowance to buy the flannel. It was a hard choice, but what does a mother
do when her little one is half naked? (Ellen wipes away tears.)

I believe I heard the door downstairs. (Gets up.) I'm sure it must be James back.
Now you wipe your face, and I'll go take his wet clothes to dry by my fire in the
parlor. Ellen, God loves you, and we do too! (Leaves)

(Ellen gets up, dries her eyes, wipes her face in front of the mirror, then meets James
as he comes in, carrying a sack, and looking weary.)

James, I'm so glad you're home.

So am L. It’s not the best day to be walking the streets, with the rain sweeping in
from the sea. But I've got provisions to last us a week I think. Now I must get a
fire going in here. (Ellen sits down, and bursts into tears.) Why, what’s the matter,
Ellen?

O, James, has it comes to this? Has the Lord left us?

(Sits by her.) There there, Ellen, you can’t think that. We haven’t starved yet.
The Lord has always provided at the moment we needed it.

I know, but for six months we have been cooped up here, living from hand to
mouth, struggling to keep ourselves and little Henry alive and warm, instead of
being about the Lord’s work. We should be out visiting the Advent bands,
sharing our new Sabbath truth, and the visions. Instead, we’re imprisoned here,
with no prospects of any change in our situation. I feel so discouraged, James.

Yes. (Reflects) Ithas been hard onus both. But then the Lord has givenus Henry,
Ellen, and you can’t attempt much travel with such a young child, can you?
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Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:

James:

Ellen:
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The Lord has shown me that we are making our child an excuse for not doing
the wor